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PSALM 150 

VISUAL INTERPRETATIon  
 



 

Prayer for a Church Preparing for Remodeling 
From 99 Prayers your Church Needs (But Doesn’t Know it Yet) 

 
Everything we have comes from you, God. 

You’ve entrusted us with this world and all that’s in it. 
 

More than just walls, 
you’ve given us a habitat for the holy. 

 
Guide us now in our discernment, 

that we might want what you want. 
 

Give us eyes to see your vision for this place 
and for us, your people. 

 
Grant us a glimpse 

into your holy imagination, 
that we might look beyond ourselves. 

 
Go with us, God, 

into the future you have 
for our space… 

for your mission and ministry 
through us… 

 
Free us from our own limited imaginations 

that we might become co-conspirators 
in your creative mind, 

extending through our vision, 
your extravagant welcome for all. Amen 

 
Prayer by Rev. Melissa St. Clair, Heart of the Rockies CC



 

FIFTY DAYS OF HOSPITALITY THROUGH PRAYER 
Spiritual Preparation for the Capital Campaign 

 
As the ministries of South Hills Christian Church continue to 
grow and evolve, the congregation began to voice the need 
for a revitalization of the physical facilities at 3200 Bilglade 
Road. A group was assembled to begin prayerfully surveying 
the ministries and groups within and beyond the walls of the 
church that use, or would like to use, the facilities. The entire 
congregation shared in this conversation as we discussed 
visions for ministry and how a transformation of space could 
help to realize those dreams. The theme of hospitality seemed 
to be woven though each conversation. 
 
With hospitality as our focus, the information gathered from 
these listening sessions was presented to the Ministries 
Council, Board, and church leadership during the Fall of 2018. 
The next step was to share our dreams with an architect to 
begin creating assessments of the building as-is and to draw 
up plans for our vision.  
 
The planning team and elders have set aside the 50 days 
between Easter and Pentecost as a season of prayer focused 
around the theme of Hospitality.  
 
Psalm 150 was chosen as a building block. This Psalm speaks 
of praising God with everything we have, every place we are, 
in every way possible. Is there a better way to enter into 
prayer for revitalization of a church building than praising God  
 
 

 
 
 
for the memories created here, the current ongoing ministries 
and possibilities of the future? 
 
This is a guide, a starting point for personal reflection and 
prayer. Use it however you will. Each week has a prayer focus.  
One week will be focused on how SHCC uses the building 
space internally.  The next week will be focused on how the 
space is used by the community and for people involved in the 
project. 
 
Each day of the week will provide a springboard for your 
prayers and thoughts in the form of a quote, writing, or a trip 
down memory lane or perhaps a look into the future. 
 
During these 50 days of Prayer and Ponderings, consider 
yourself a psalmist. How would you write this psalm from your 
perspective?  Would you use words, or music, instruments, 
metal, glass, fiber, nature, pencil, paper, paint, colors? Try it! 
The possibilities are endless just as the possibilities of this 
facility. Bring your Psalm as an offering on Pentecost Sunday. 
 
In whatever way you choose, please join us in prayer during 
these 50 days for the vital and ongoing ministries at 3200 
Bilglade Road and beyond.                                                         
 
Praise the Lord! 
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WEEK ONE 
 
Prayer Focus:  Capital Campaign Team  
Susan Boyd, Dottie Cook, Tim Fancher, Nadia Lahutsky, Sanna 
Lilburn, Tony Lilburn, Lucy Maier, Tim Malone, Trisha Stanfill, 
Dwayne Taylor 
 
Sunday, April 21 EASTER 
Psalm 150 – NRSV 
 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
Praise him in his mighty firmament 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
Praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Praise him with trumpet sound; 
Praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
Praise his with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
Praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
  
Monday 
 
When I think of hospitality, many faces and words come to 
mind, opening a door and seeing a welcome face, a smile, a 
hand outstretched, a hug.  I think of sharing laughter until 
tears are streaming down our faces; sharing unquieted tears; 
sitting, listening, just being quietly present.  I think of playing,  

 

being silly, sharing food and drink I think of struggling with 
hard topics and trying with my heart, mind and soul to 
understand the heart, mind and soul of another.  I think of 
relationships old and new, of deep care and compassion.  For 
me, these are all times of communion, holy times, seeing and 
being present in and with the faces of God.  

-Sharon Beaucond, elder SHCC 

Tuesday 
 
Her gift as a hostess allows her to preside over her parties the 
way a clergyperson might preside over communion.  They are 
a kind of liturgy, a participation in a common celebration and 
an offering of the gift of life itself.  In this, Clarissa creates a 
theology of hospitality that is sacramental in nature.  
 
-Jennifer Ochstein article in Sojourners 
 
Wednesday 
 
Reflect upon the weddings, anniversary celebrations, birthday 
parties, showers you have attended at SHCC.  Who was being 
celebrated? Think of that unexpected person you visited with. 
Praise God for those times. 
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Thursday 
 
Community is a place where the connections felt in our hearts 
make themselves known in the bonds between people, and 
where the tuggings and pullings of those bonds keep opening 
our hearts. 

- Parker J. Palmer 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 
 
Consider the number of meals you have shared at SHCC. 
What food did you bring?  Who was there? How was God’s 
presence known in those meals? 
 
Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  CREATE 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
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WEEK TWO 
 
Prayer Focus:  Josh Mauldin, architect and firm Hahnfeld 
Hoffer Stanford  
 
Sunday, April 28 
A Reflection of Psalm 150 
 
Praise is contagious. 
 
Like an epidemic, its location spreads – 
 from earth to heaven. 
 
Like a pandemic, its motive spreads –  
 from what the LORD has done to who the LORD is. 
 
There’s not an instrument that remains unaffected – 
 trumpet, harp, and cymbals are swept up in praise. 
 
There’s not a human or creature who remains immune – 
 everything that breathes catches the bug to sing “Hallelujah!” 
 
May no cure ever be found for the contagion that is worship. 
 
-written by Chris Altrock 
 
Monday 
 
We are thankful for the diversity in the congregation.  We 
learn from each other and love grows.  We are grateful for all 
those who have been a part of SHCC.  Their influence and love  

 
 
remain with us.  We are thankful for the activities and use of 
the building that brings our neighbors together.  There is a 
wonderful sense of home and family in this church.  We try to 
make all visitors feel welcomed, so they will know they are a 
part of God’s family too.  The prayers in church are just the 
beginning of our conversations with God throughout the 
week. 
  
-Norma Walker, elder SHCC 
 
Tuesday 
 
Community is not an ideal; it is people. It is you and me. In 
community, we are called to love people just as they are with 
their wounds and their gifts, not as we want them to be.       
 
- Jean Vanier 
 
Wednesday 
 
Reflect upon times of worship you have experienced in the 
SHCC facilities.  What spaces were you in?  Was it a special day 
or an ordinary day?  Was it a Sunday or some other time?  
Have you ever experienced a time when you felt worship had 
occurred and it was not a formal service?  What made these 
times of worship?  Praise God for those times. 
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Thursday 
 
This is a place where saints were found, a special house, a holy 
ground where scripture, song and fervent prayer, work and 
discussion, food and care have shaped the heritage we share. 

This is a place for God. 

This is a space where saints are grown as faith is shared and 
love is shown, where all who doubt or who believe are asked 
to give and to receive and share with Christ the air we 
breathe. 

This is a space for God. 

This is a time of fond surprise for hearts and minds and ears 
and eyes, where what’s gone wrong can be forgiven and 
what’s to come is glimpsed or given as earth makes room for 
more of heaven. 

This is a time for God. 

This is a place and space and time for paths to walk and hills to 
climb, for us to find a better view of all that’s good and just 
and true and let God’s Spirit make all new. 

This is a place for us. 

-Iona Worship Book 

 
 

Friday  
  
Count/consider the times you have come to SHCC other than a 
Sunday. Were you meeting someone? What was the purpose?  
When did you come…morning, afternoon, night? Where did 
you go…the office, parlor, fellowship hall, library, choir room, 
classroom, kitchen? How was God’s presence known in these 
times?  
 
Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  PRAISE 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
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WEEK THREE 
 
Prayer Focus:  Financial decisions we will be making as 
individuals and community 
 
Sunday, May 5 
Call to Worship based on Psalm 150  
 
Your church gathers, Lord, 
in Virginia and Mozambique, 
in Brazil and to the ends of the earth. 
Your church gathers, Lord, 
in city and country, in suburbs and slums, 
in sanctuaries and buildings, 
under trees and by streams of water. 
Your people gather to praise you, Lord, 
in English and in Portuguese, 
with organ and guitar and drum, 
with voices of young and old, 
with song and with silence, 
with dance and with prayer. 
Your people praise you, Lord, 
for hope in the midst of despair, 
for strength in times of weakness, 
for justice in situations of oppression, 
for courage in the face of fear, 
for life in the midst of death. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are the people who call you Lord. 
Let everything that breathes, praise you Lord! 
 
-Kristin Holbrook, Brazil 2008 
 
  
Monday 
 
I can see an updated kitchen facility where monthly dinners 
are prepared for the local community. Menus are selected by 
community groups and prepared by church and/or community 
members. Hospitality is shared with many on a consistent 
schedule. 
 
-Ronnie Wilson, elder SHCC 
 
Tuesday 
 
Hospitality means primarily the creation of free space where 
the stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an 
enemy. Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them 
space where change can take place. It is not to bring men and 
women over to our side, but to offer freedom not disturbed 
by dividing lines.  
 
-Henri J.M. Nouwen, Reaching Out: The Three Movements of 
the Spiritual Life 
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Wednesday 
 
Think of a time you felt drawn by guilt or responsibility to 
come to SHCC. What was it for? Why did you feel compelled 
to come? Was there a point where your feelings changed?  
What brought about the change? Did you leave in a better 
place than when you came? Praise God for those times. 
 
Thursday 
 
We become human only in the company of other human 
beings.  And this involves both opening our hearts and giving 
voice to our deepest convictions. ...When we shrink from the 
world, our souls shrink, too.   
 
-Paul Rogat Loeb 
   
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 
 
Count the times you have come to SHCC for a time of work, 
prepare a meal, set tables, work in the gardens or playground, 
decorate for an event, clean a closet, paint a wall, participate 
in a youth event…Were you alone, did you meet someone 
else? Were other folk in the building? Was it quiet? Did you 
bring music to keep you company? How was God’s presence 
known in these times? 
 
Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  HOPE 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
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WEEK FOUR 
 
Prayer Focus:  All who will work on the building revitalization 
 
Sunday, May 12 
Rewrite of Psalm 150 
 
Praise the Lord! 
Look around you and know that you are blessed. 
God’s love is always with you 
And that is the greatest blessing. 
 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise him with song, 
Even if it is only from your heart. 
Praise him by caring for others 
And really seeing them. 
 
Oh God, your love surpasses all else. 
We bow in adoration before you; 
Then, as your children, 
We snuggle in your loving arms. 
 
We are yours, Loving God, 
And we praise your name. 
Help us to listen and follow 
Your steadfast love. 
 
-Norma Walker, elder SHCC 
 
 

 
 
Monday 
 
I think about how we share our building as part of our 
ministry. How we don’t have rules that everyone agree with us 
to experience our hospitality. 
 
-Nancy Rowe, elder SHCC 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
You don’t find where the church is by consulting the local 
paper or looking for particular architecture . . .  One finds 
where the church (is by) discovering where the struggle 
against dehumanization and falsehood and for truth and real 
life is taking place.  That is where the Holy Spirit is at work and 
that is where the church is. 
 
-Rosemary Ruther, alt.  
 
Wednesday 
 
Reflect upon times you have been involved in shared ministry 
at SHCC…fall carnival with the school, Room in the Inn with 
First Congregational and DRC, Concerts with various groups or 
individuals, Area or Regional ministries, craft bazaars, style 
show with Refugee Services, Neighborhood Association.  
Praise God for these times. 
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Thursday 
 
Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is 
going to get better.  It’s not. 
 
When we open our eyes and our hearts to see people and 
things in a different way – that’s when change big and small 
happens within us and all around us. 
 
It can happen on a boat, with a goat.  In a box, with a fox.  In 
the rain, on a train.  It can happen here and there and 
everywhere. 
 
And it will happen, so long as you and I care, a whole awful lot. 
 
-Dr. Seuss – The Lorax 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 
 
Count the number of funerals and memorial services you have 
shared at SHCC. Were both laughter and tears part of these 
experiences? Do you remember something about the way you 
dressed? Do you remember something about the music, 
room, people? How was God’s presence known in these 
times? 
 
Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  COMPASSION 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
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WEEK FIVE 
 
Prayer Focus:  People and groups who currently use SHCC 
facilities and whose lives will be touched by the revitalization 
Here are some of them: Tarrant Churches Together (TCT), 
Overeaters Anonymous, South Hills Neighborhood 
Association, South Hills Elementary School, Trauma Support 
Services of North Texas, and Contemplative Prayer Group 
 
Sunday, May 26 
Rewrite of Psalm 150 
      

Praise the Lord with me, my friends. 
Praise him outside and inside, for it’s all his. 

Praise him for what he’s done, what he’s doing, and what he 
will do. 

Praise the Lord while picking lettuce, picking up the children, 
pitching a baseball or making a sales pitch. 

Praise the Lord when you wake up in the middle of the night, 
and when you get drowsy after lunch. 

Praise the Lord when you listen to country music, 
when you drive through the country, when you think about 

your country. 
Praise the Lord when the worms crawl out after a rain, 
when the rains don’t stop, when the rains don’t come. 

Praise the Lord even when you have considered all the facts, 
when you can’t solve the problem, when no one listens to 

your good solution. 
 

Praise the Lord loud with your windows down, even when you 
don’t know all the words. 

 
 

Because if we all did this at the same time while we were at 
the stoplight, 

it would 
Praise the Lord! 

 
-Joy-Elizabeth Lawrence 
 
Monday 
 
God of changing times and places, we know your presence 
wherever we are and whatever we experience. May we 
continue to extend hope and happiness and welcome 
tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow. Amen 
 
-Sydney Wirsdorfer 
 
Tuesday 
 
Hospitality means we take people into the space that is our 
lives and our minds and our hearts and our work and our 
efforts. Hospitality is the way we come out of ourselves. It is 
the first step towards dismantling the barriers of the world. 
Hospitality is the way we turn a prejudiced world around, one 
heart at a time. 
 
-Joan D. Chittister 
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Wednesday 
 
Reflect upon ways you participate at SHCC both currently and 
in the past. Taught or attended educational classes, board, 
deacon, elder, youth sponsor, Disciples Women, Romeos, 
Senior Singles, groups formed for a specific purpose or 
timeframe, Faithful Vice… 
Praise God for these times. 
 
Thursday 
 
When I am with a group of human beings committed to 
hanging in there through both the agony and the joy of 
community, I have a dim sense that I am participating in a 
phenomenon for which there is only one word...."glory."      

- M. Scott Peck 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 
 
Count the number of handshakes shared, hugs received and 
given, smiles exchanged… see the faces, give names.   
Were you in the portico, in the sanctuary, parlor, fellowship 
hall, classroom, walking in from the parking lot, in the 
community park? Were you aware of God’s presence?   
 
Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  JOY 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
 
. 
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WEEK SIX 
 
Prayer Focus:  Listening to the languages of the Holy Spirit as 
we are led to be good and faithful stewards of the facilities at 
3200 Bilglade Road 
 
Sunday, June 2 
Rewrite of Psalm 150 
 
Praise the Lord. 
Praise God in our coming in and going out 
Praise God in spaces of greeting 
Praise God in spaces of worship 
Praise God in the spaces of learning and nurturing 
Praise God in spaces of preparing and sharing meals 
Praise God in spaces of rest and quiet 
Praise God in spaces of music and rhythm 
Praise God in spaces of laughter and tears 
Let all people praise God in their own way in the spaces 
known as South Hills Christian Church! 
Praise the Lord! 
 
-Sharon Beaucond, elder SHCC 
 
Monday 
 
God of Infinite Mercy, We are surrounded by faceless names 
and nameless faces.  Spark our imaginations to find newer and 
more effective ways to minister in your name.  Amen 
 
-Arch Mayfield, elder SHCC 

 
 
Tuesday 
 
While the spirit of neighborliness was important on the 
frontier because neighbors were so few, it is even more 
important now because our neighbors are so many.  

- Lady Bird Johnson 
 
Wednesday 
 
Consider the rooms and places in/on the SHCC grounds you 
have prayed; listened to a prayer, given a prayer, or prayed 
silently.  Was it for a meal, a meeting, worship, choir, 
educational experience, walking the labyrinth or just 
because….. Have the prayers been for others or yourself?  
Praise God for these times! 
 
Thursday 
 
A life of hospitality begins in worship, with a recognition of 
God’s grace and generosity. Hospitality is not first a duty and 
responsibility; it is first a response of love and gratitude for 
God’s love and welcome to us. 
 
-Christine Pohl 
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Friday 
 
Count the new friendships you have made through this 
community of faith.  Visualize their faces and give thanks to 
God for all that you have shared. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  DELIGHT 
Look for examples of this word in your activities today. 
 
 
  



pg. 16 
 

WEEK SEVEN 
 
Prayer Focus: The vital and ongoing ministries at 3200 Bilglade 
Road and beyond  
 
Sunday, June 2 
A visual representation of Psalm 150 
 

 
 
      
Monday 
 
Behind the door at the east end of our building ….. 
 
Years ago, this room was part of the sanctuary and stage for 
the fellowship hall. Repurposed later, it became the room for 
choir rehearsals. Later it served for children’s Sunday School 
experiences. And then children from Parents’ Day Out 
exercised and played here. Now it’s metamorphosed with 
beds as the resting place for Room In The Inn guests. Always, 
it’s been a place for hospitality, welcome, and safety.        
What will it be tomorrow? 

-Sydney Wirsdorfer, elder SHCC 

Tuesday 
 
In the mainstream, with its illusion of unlimited relational 
possibilities, we can counter dissatisfaction in relationships by 
simply moving on in search of the "right people." But 
community...demands we cultivate friendships with people 
we might not choose ordinarily. Founding friendship on 
commitment rather than "chemistry" often requires 
adjustment...At the end of the day, however, we have found 
that any loss of chemistry in relationships is more than made 
up for with gains in meaning. 
  
- Jose Panate-Aceves and John Hayes 
 
Wednesday 
 
Reflection:  Close your eyes.  It is 2021.  You are in the parking 
lot getting ready to enter SHCC.  The major revitalization has 
been complete.  What brings you here today? Imagine walking 
in.  Look at the doors you are entering, the hallways.  Which 
way will you turn, whom do you encounter, what words are 
exchanged?  This is your story, it can be anything. Praise God 
for vision and hope. 
 
Thursday 
 
The life I touch for good or ill will touch another life, and that 
in turn another, until who knows where the trembling stops or 
in what far place my touch will be felt.  
 
- Frederick Buechner 
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Friday 
 
Consideration:  It is a Wednesday evening in 2021 at SHCC. 
There is a community Bible Study in the parlor.  In the 
fellowship hall there is a dinner for the teachers and staff at 
South Hills Elementary. Thursday, the elementary school is 
using the building for testing and Friday there is a worship 
opportunity in the park.  How many tables and chairs will need 
to be moved to make all these ministries happen?  Are you 
aware of God’s presence? 
 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
SPACE FOR PERSONAL DOODLINGS 

Saturday 
 
Word for the day:  MYSTERY 
Look for examples of this word in your activities  
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Psalms 147-150 – Psalms Now 

 

 
 
 

How good it is to celebrate God’s presence 
and to sing His praises throughout each day! 
 

We celebrate what He has done for His children 
through history: 
His creation of our world 
and the sun and the moon and 
the unnumbered stars 
that light up our universe; 
His creatures that swim and crawl 
and walk and fly on our planet; 
His children chosen to enjoy 
these great gifts around them. 
 

We praise Him for dealing with His human creatures 
through His blessings heaped upon them; 
His revelations through signs and wonders; 
His tender love and gentle concern 
in His care shown toward them. 
 

We praise Him for His devoted servants: 
who communicated His Word; 
who performed His miracles; 
who brought His healing to people’s hurts. 
 

We celebrate His continued blessings to our world; 
the flowers that bloom in glorious color; 
the rains that freshen the earth; 
the birds that fill the air with song. 

We give thanks for His perpetual love: 
His forgiveness of our sins: 
His pursuit of those who run from Him; 
His reaching out to heal them 
and to draw them to Himself. 
 

We call all men and women to praise the Lord: 
those who preach to proclaim His love; 
those who sing to glorify His name; 
those who can shout or whistle 
or write or paint 
or dance or play musical instruments 
or pound on drums or ring bells 
to join in celebrating 
the majesty of our great and loving God. 


